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Were we not assured that every particular, in the great plan of 
Providence, will ultimately be for the best, we should be tempted 
to lament, that ever it should have suited the policy of civil power, 
within three hundred years from the promulgation of Christianity, 
to adopt it as an engine of state, instead of the ancient Pagan reli- 
gion: for in that very event originated the. grand Papal apostacy, 
which enveloped the christian world in spiritual thraldom. The 
spirit and principles of the Gospel were gradually adulterated ;_ its 
teachers degenerated into worldly minded priests, caballing and in- 
triguing for power, and the people at large, grew every day more 
ignorant and more corrupt. Nosooner had christianity received 
the sanction of civil power, and was erected intoa state policy, than 
the office of a minister became a lucrative occupation, and the vilest 
characters aspired to the priesthood, being much more desirous of 
an honourable and advantageous situation, than of promoting the 
cause of truth and piety. So far did this disgraceful abuse pro- 
ceed, that the temple of God soon became the stage of avaricious 
Orators, on which they displayed their talents, solely for the pur- 
pose of introducing new absurdities, which were the more admired 
by the people in proportion as they were unintelligible. Synods 
and councils were held not to investigate truth, but to paganize the 
holy religion of the blessed Jesus. ‘Their constant practice was, 
to anathematize all who did not conform to their reveries, however 
palpably absurd; and all this did they to obtain court favour and 
vulgar applause. ‘Thus Christianity was supplanted by a system 
of Jewish and pagan rites, adorned by the mere speculations of Ar- 
istotle and Plato, to which through fear of being called a sect of 
heathens, theologians have endeavoured to accommodate the lan- 
guage of Scripture. Not satisfied with the love.of Grecian fable, 
they laboured to make the Prophets and Apostles patronize their ab- 
surd mysteries, which paralize the human mind, Having perverted 
their own understandings, they proclaimed loudly against the use of 
reason, and blew up the last spark of genius, to devise more effec- 
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2 Religuous Liberty, 


tual means of obtaining full vengeance on this evil demon of impos- 
ture. ‘These corruptions continued to extend and to darken the 
heaven of the christian world, till at length it pleased the Supreme 
ruler of the Universe to interpose severe checks. As these errors 
and enormities advanced more rapidly to their height in. the eastern 
Churches, these were permitted to fall under the awful scourge of 
Mahometanism. ‘I'he western Churches, after involving the peo- 
ple in the depths of ignorance, during that long period, which has 
been emphatically distinguished by the appropriate appellation of 
the * Dark Ages,” have had the effect, where they have continued 
to prevail in their full enormity, of almost extirpating every thing 





like religion. They have spread such a deluge of infidelity, which © 


would wear the most alarming aspect, were we not authorized to 
trust, that the same wise and gracious providence, which has per- 
mitted, wil! overrule even this scourge, so as to render it subservi- 
ent to the recovery of the genuine Christian doctrine. But perhaps 
he will first permit it to burn the hay, wood, and stubble, which de- 
faces the fair edifice of Christianity, yet not so as to injure the buil- 
ding itself, as it came out the hands of its divine founder. The God 
of Nature has never left himself altogether without witnesses. The 
darkest hour of night often precedes the dawn of day; and from 
the shades of darkness, occasioned by the sable curtains, which su- 
perstition had thrown around our dormant race, many begin to 
emerge to the light, heat, and effulgence of ameridian sun. Whilst 
men slept error had sown her tares in abundance. ‘Their pernicious 
effects have been severely felt; and the baneful infiuence of an ig- 
norant and tyrannical priesthood, by compelling mankind to feed on 
the husks of acorrupt and spurious religion, has produced a _ re-ac- 
tion which threatens to terminate in sceptical indifference. In the 
gloom of midnight darkness, some daring and bold men arose, who 
combated, with various success, the corruptions which had been in- 
troduced into the Christian system. Among these were Wickliffe 


of England, and Huss and his followers in Europe. The seeds of 


Reformation thus sown were permitted to lie dormant till Luther 
arose, who by his unparalleled intrepidity, awakened general atten- 
tion. Such a spirit of inquiry was excited among the people, that 
some princes found it necessary to comply with their wishes, by af- 
fording a partial reformation ; whilst others made it an instrument 
(9 serve political purposes, and some to gratify ungovernable pas- 
sions. Of the last class was Henry the VIII. who having, with his 
own pen, defended the articles of the Romish Church, and having 
no other quarrel with the Pontiff, than bis refusal to grant a religious 
sanction for the gratification of his lawless desires, promoted a re- 
formation, which, at first, could only be called popery in English 
dress. Notwithstanding this attempt to regain the first and most un- 
alienable right of man, the right of private judgment in matters of 























Religious Liberty. 3 
OS- religion, still such absurd doctrines, continued to be established by 
the | law, and such horrid punishments were inflicted on men for obeying 
nie the dictates of conscience, that the minds of the intelligent and lear- 
rs ned revolted at them; and shocked with such enormities, have 
rn thrown off the kelief and profession of Christianity altogether.— 
ol ‘This was long the case in Italy, where the corruptions of the court 
20- of Rome were most conspicuous, and many of the Cardinals, and 
1as some of the Popes themselves, are well known to have been unbe- 
of lievers. 
ed First—I shall show that in religion, it is the unalienable right of 
ng every man to judge for himself. 
ch — Secondly—I shall expose the impropriety of religious apathy. 
to Ist. The very essence of religion consists in the free tribute of 
de the mind to God, acknowledging no master but conscience and God, 
vt- or those whom God has been pleased to commission as the special 
ps messengers of his will. Whilst obedient to man in civil command, 
le- religion yields submission alone to the King of Kings, and will ad- 
il mit of no imperious human authority. In the language of Peter 
od and John, she summons every man, before every human personage 
he however exalted, to make this dignified appeal, in a cause which 
om, stands alone between him and God ; whether we should obey God 
u- rather than man, judge ye. Under whatever form of civil govern- 
to ment men may be placed, still there are certain rights with which a 
Ist human being ought not to part; and which, from their very nature, 
us cannot be surrendered to the willor command of any earthly gov- 
g- ernor. Todo justly to speak the truth, and to practice humanity in 
mn all its forms, is the duty and right of every man, independently of 
c- allcivil governments. Power and oppression may punish a man for | 
1€ the exercise of these duties, but no power can deprive him of the : 
10 sense and consciousness of his right, and no power can justify, no 4 
n- power can sanctify the departure from what appears to a man’s own “4 
le conscience, to be just, true, or humane. Among these rights which 4 
of ought, under every form of government, to be reserved entire and 1) 
r sacred to every individual, is the right of conscientieus judgment in 4 
I- the whole business of religion. This is a principal part of that : 
¥ moral code, which is antecedent to all civil governments, and there- d 
- | fore independent of them ; the dearest interest, which government is { 
t invited to protect, and ought never to violate or destroy. All the q 
‘ dignity of Magistracy cannot give additional sanction to this code ; 
s : for it is the unalterable law of God, and human nature. To this 
4 ' prior, this supérior law, with all the rights included therein, civil 
S . governments ought always to bow ; and deem it-to be, its everlasting 
. duty, its noblest province, to secure to every individual subject, the 
! free and uninterrupted exercise of these rights. Whenever rulers 


. depart from this walk, the end of government is subverted, social 
‘ right and happiness are committed to the spoiler: The seat of jus- 
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tice is deserted by the magistrate ; and from the bar of the criminal, 
he ought to answer for the highest offence, that man can commit 
against his fellow man. Again, as it is foreign to the design of civ- 
il government to interfere with the religion of any man, so the very 
attempt is, in its nature, absurd and impracticable. Such illegitim- 
ate governments as those of Spain and urkey are an affront to human 
nature, and every free man in the world, ot whatever nation, should 
rise and overturn them as he would quench a fire which threatened 
the destruction of his own, or his neighbour’s property. 

Religion, when received by a rational mind, supposes belief and 
conviction ; but belief is the work of a man’s own bosom, termina- 
ting in that secret and inaccessible part, which no human power can 
scrutinize. Powermay compel toa seeming submission, but the 
belief remains the same ; the attempt therefore to establish a unt- 
formity of faith, by the coercive rod of the civil magistrate, is as 
impotent, as itis unjust and oppressive. Coercion may produce a 
set of pliant hypocrites; it may tear asunder all the pleasing bonds 
of Society ; it may finally operate to the destruction of all serious 
and rational religion; to the introduction of ignorance, and the most 
debased superstition ; but is utterly incapable of working one hon- 
est conviction in the human heart, with which alone true religion is 
concerned. ‘The whole province of religion belongs solely to God, 
and to that reason which God has committed to man as_ the proper 
interpreter of his will, assisted by that moral principle imparted to 
man asthe representative of the Divine Holiness. In whatever 
way God is pleased to speak to me, whether by the light of Nature; 
by the light of reason and conscience ; or by the light of revelation, 
it isGod’s act, not man’s—and as God has written, | must read and 
judge. All men read the same books, but endowed with different 
talents, educated with different notions and prejudices, and placed 
in different circumstances, men will judge diflerently of the same 
scriptures. Notwithstanding the same revelaiion, which is address- 
ed to you, is addressed to me also; it proceeds to me from the same 
authority, therefore with my own reason, and not by yours, I must 
judge what | should believe. Where God, therefore, is the sole le- 
gislator, where his revelation is freely and equally laid open to all, 
and where all must account individually for the use of that instruc- 
tion, which God has vouchsated, submission, as a tribute to author- 
ity, is due to God alone. Nor can it be less than a high presump- 
tion, and a rude encroacliment on the province of the Almighty, for 
man to dictate to fellow man, what God alone can teach him; and to 
require him to believe, what, with the best application, he cannot 
find in the. book which God has submitted to their common judg- 
ment. Man may assist me, in attaining that useful information, 
which my abilities or situation had not enabled me to acquire ; he 
may be the instrument of rescuing my mind from illiberal prejudi- 
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Religious Liberty. 5 


ces, and obtruded errors ; he may use every method, to enlighten 
my understanding ; but to avail myself of the light he has furnished ; 
to judge of the evidence he has laid before me ; to form the last 
decision of what to me is truth, must rest with myself ; conviction 
must be my own internal act ; and for the purity of this, } must an- 
swer, in my own person, not in his, to God, and to him alone. 

There is another argument singular in its kind, that the sacred 
right of conscious judgment in religion, is to be inferred from the 
very principles and conduct of itsopponents. Every usurpation on 
the rights of others, must have for its first position, the right of man 
to judge for himself. That man who dictates to me a faith, has as- 
sumed to himself, the very right, which he denies to me ; and unless 
he can produce a patent from Heaven-for the exclusive exercise of 
this right, it is a fair conclusion from his own conduct, that i isa 
right, felt and acknowledged to bé inherent in human nature and be- 
longing to every human being. ‘Thus the oppressor of his fellow 
thought, when he determined for himself ; and thusevery man must 
think, when from any motive, he passes to a different faith, or to a 
different worship. 

The decision of the majority has been urged as suflicient to fix 
the faith and prescribe the worship of every member. But no such 
power is deposited with any society. Religion is not a business 
that may be referred to numbers and to votes. Besides it is not true 
nor can it be, that the faith of any nation in the world was derived 
from the conduct ofthe majority. The history of religion is a refu- 
tation of this pretended claim of a majority. All its most valuable 
movements, have originated from the manly freedom of a few ; and 
the triumph of their reason over inveterate errors and corruptions. 
Christianity began with individuals, and had its foundation in the 
right which every christian convert assumed to himself of determin- 
ing his faith and his mode of worshipping the Eternal. 

Conformity to national establishments, is an argument equally fu- 
tile and preposterous. Ages passed before Christianity was in any 
form, the religion of the state: and the professors of Christianity 
were the insulted minority. The reformation was, in its origin and 
progress the work of individual dissent from established corruptions, 
Nowwe apprehend that if the religion of the state be a good argu- 
ment for conformity, in defianee of conviction, neither christianity 
nor the revival of it by the reformation ouglit ever to have existed. 
Intrusted with the sacred right of religious liberty, our ancestors 
scorned to betray it to either hope or fear. In defiance of the civ- 
il and ecclesiastical authorities, they persisted in dissent, and their 
manly constancy, their generous sacrifice even of life, in the cause 
of religious freedom, is deservedly praised by all posterity. A 
whole world enleagued against them could not move them from their 
strong holds. 
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2. When men become indifferent about religious opinions, they 
eenerally adopt that false and delusive maxim, “It but little matters 
what men believe if their moral conduct be unblameable.” As 
this maxim supposes effects without a cause, it must appear, after 
the least examination, to be egregiously absurd. Without a firm 
belief of the great doctrines of our holy religion, there can be no 
faith, and without faith, there never can be, either pure morality or 
acceptable worship. AsI considera fixed creed the subject of 
faith, and faith the source of genuine morality, and that in propor- 
tion to the purity of a man’s creed will be that of his morals ; | can- 
not but regard those men as Atheists in disguise, who imagine all 
attempts to reform mankind in faith and worship, as unnecessary 
and illiberal. To this class of religious Drones, every ap- 
pearance of zeal or devotional warmth, is offensive and disgust- 
ing.—Openly to avow the religion of Jesus, or candidly to acknowl- 
edge a belief of evangelical sentiments, will be rosewae Fl them en- 
thusiastic, or imprudent ; and seldom fail to give offence. How un- 
like the example of Jesus is such conduct ! How unworthy the char- 
acter of honest and rational men, I will leave them to reflect, and 
allright hearted christians to determine ! But O my soul, come not 
thou into their secrets, mine honor be not thou united to this use- 
less, inactive, and faithless assembly. . 

When the son of God found merchants polluting the temple by 
their traffic, he drove them from that sacred place, and though his 
conduct appeared disgusting to the careless or interested, it directed 
the minds of his disciples to a passage in the Psalms, which foretold 
the zeal of the Messiah for the honor of God and the purity of his 
worship. Whilst I believe that heaven has favored mankind witha 
yevelation, whose authority and authenticity have been well attested, 
{ must feel an interest in the belief and promulgation of those doc- 
trines, which Christ taught by a divine mission, and which were dis- 
seminated by a train of holy martyrs, who valued not their lives, 
provided they could contribute to the furtherance and establishment 
of the Christian religion. Moreover when I read the following pas- 
sages of scripture, ‘** Hold fast the form of sound words.”—* Con- 
tend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.”>—“ Prove 
all things.”"—“Try the spirits.”—If any man preach another gospel 
let him be accursed.”’>—*] would thou were either cold or hot.”— 
{ must believe that all, who are indifferent, are spendthritts of hea- 
ven’s bounty, and may be justly accounted unprofitable servants.— 
He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is, 
a rewarder of them that diligently seck him. To be care- 
less about the religion of Jesus, is to be an unbeliever and, conse- 
quently a subject of chastisement ; and to worship God ina faithless 
‘ifeless manner, is a solemn mockery, affrontive to the God heaven, 
who justly demands that all our affections,and powers should be en 
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gaged in his service. Let not then a foolish or pretended philoso- 
phy, deaden the finer feelings of our nature, nor banish from oui 
hearts either the generous or gracious affections. Let us reflect that 
though a medium ought always to be preferred as being generally 
most safe, it is certainly as good to be scorched in the torrid zone 
of over heated zeal, as to be frozen to death, in the frigid zone of 
sceptical indifference. 

It was the error of the last age, to lay too much stress upon 
the means of religion, it is evidently the error of many 
in the present age, to pay too little attention to them; and it 
tne former error produced a spurious kind of religion, the tendency 
of the present sentiments and conduct of many is to leave us no reli- 
gion at all. Deeply we regret, that in any cause,except tnat of pure 
Chrstianity, mankind cheerfully subject themselves to difficulties. — 
To become wise, the student pores over the lettered page, and ex- 
hausts the vigor of his youth over the midnightlamp. To become 
rich, the tradesman is pent up from week to week, perplexed with 
commercial cares, and tortured with corroding anxiety. To become 
renowned in the annals of fame; the navigator penetrates distant 
climes, braving the dangers of the ocean, and setting at defiance the 
horrors of shipwreck. Shall the enlightened christian then be the 
only character undistinguished for exertion ? Shall he alone fold to- 
gether his arms and repose himself on the couch of indolence ? Why 
not fired with the ambition of acquiring sacred wisdom, of procur- 
ing the pearl of great price, and of obtaining that name which shall 
be had in everlasting remembrance? If you justly imagine that 
there has been a deviation from the original standard of faith and 
practice, and that the horrid rites of Moloch have been blended 
with the mild and beniga religion of Jesus. It is yours to raise the 
tabernacle of David that is fallen ; and close up the breaches there- 
of ; and to build it as in the days of old. If the universality of the 
Divine Love be a favorite tenet which discriminates you from others, 
reflect that as benevolence was the only motive of action with the 
Deity, so it should also stimulate you, to call into action all the ca- 
pacities of your nature, to restore the light and love of primitive 
christianity ; and thereby disperse the darkness and partiality of a 
cancerous superstition. The Divine benevolence is the crowning 
attribute of Deity. It sheds a luminous glory over all the perfections 
of the Godhead. All sects are forced to acknowledge it, but some 
so circumscribe its extent that they diminish its amiableness ; there- 
fore its nature and universality should be clearly stated—strenuous- 
ly maintained, and devoutly contemplated. Thé very sentiments, 
which characterize the Universalian, have their foundation in the 
immensity of Jehovah’s nature and perfections. May their agree- 
ment with scripture convince you of their importance ; and may 
their importance inflame your hearts with the zeal which is accor- 
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ding to knowledge. Arise then, vigorously to aid the best of causes, 

and thereby promote the interests of Christianity at large. Co- -ope- 
rate with the Divine being, by banishing the prevalence of evil,and 
forwarding the reign of righteousness. The glorious gospel of the 
blessed God, exhibited to the world in its ancient purity and simpli- 
city will be the grand means of this important renovation. Its doc- 
trines are rational—its precepts just—its examples imitable.—It 
communicates light to the understanding—peace to the conscience, 
purity to the heart, and irradiates the darkness of the dying hour, 
by inspiring the soul with a sure and certain hope ofa joyful resur- 
rection toeternal life. Adhere then generously to a faith which 
reason and revelation equally embrace, and show your sense of its 
worth by your consistency. If the many have deserted the stan- 
dards of reason and revelation, glory in the reproach of being a dis- 
senter and sectarian.—Be not then content to think and reason well 
but act wellalso. Bring forth into full day. the energy and power 
of that doctrine, in which you glory; and let your attention to God 


anda christian life, proclaim the generous source from which it 


springs. Nothing contributes more to holiness and happiness than 
proper notions of God ard his holy religion. Whocan consider Je- 
hovah as his father, exercising his almightly power and wisdom, to 
protect instruct, and bless, and not love the fountain of mercy and 
caodness. Who can love and delightin God, and not be happy.— 
The thing is impossible! He that loveth dwelleth in God and God 
in him ; for God is love. When we contemplate the Almighty Par- 
ent stretching out the earth for our present abode, whirling the 
spheres of Heaven, to enlighten our path, filling up the vast temple 
of nature with variegated scenery, to charm oureyes by its plea- 
sing prospects, and delight our hearts with agreeable sensations ; 
when we behold him operating the night for repose and the day for 
action ; when we consider him loving, pitying, and pardoning his 
creatures even in the midst of rebellion against him, and swearing 
by himself that he wills our happiness and meditates our eternal joy ; 
when we see him sending prophets, messengers, apostles, and last 
of all his own son to teach us the way to himself and glory ; when we 
consider that all pain is fatherly chastizement, and that his eternal 
purpose is the beatification of our whole species ; lastly when we 
view him spreading abroad the heavens for our future and eternal 
home, how do our hearts glow with love to his sacred person, zeal 
for his cause, and desire to co- -operate with him in all his designs. 
Who can know him and not love him ? Who can love him, and not 
desire to be like him—this is holiness—-this is liberty—this is heav- 
en! Rouse up then your slumbering powers, and put on 
strength ; and in the cause of God and the cause of truth, let 
us display our banners, and the Lord will fulfil all our pray- 
AMEN, 


ers, 
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S. AND THE 

e- Refuter Uctuted. 

id Review of “ The doctrine of Universal Salvation considered and re- 

“ futed, in a letter to Mr. Thompson,” by Lewis W. Covell. 

l- 

C- A bad cause cannot be reasonably supported. Truth and hones- 

It ty are alike ashamed of it; and therefore its advocates have gene- 

e, rally resorted to refuges of falsehood, and slander, as the only 

r, weapons they are capable of using. If ever such means were cal- 

r- culated to support the reigning traditions, a more suitable person 

sh than the writer of the above letter, could not have been easily se- 

ts lected. The pious frauds of antiquity were practiced through a , 
a vain supposition that the truth of God would abound by lies for : 
-- his glory ; and therefore it was deemed lawful to do evil that good 

AT might come. Rom. iii,6,7. Hence the floodgates of error and Pa- 

ar ganism were opened and a mighty torrent of idolatry and supersti- 

yd tion, rushed into the religion of Jesus. Because the first christians 

it did not retain God in their memory, he gave them up toa reprobate 

nD sense todo and say things, which were not convenient; and so it 

2 happens to this day. The enemies of Divine truth and venders of 

0 falsehood have no scruples of conscience to speak wickedly for 

id God! O, blinded mortals, does your God require such base helps ? 

~ Is he so impotent as to need an alliance with the powers of dark- | 
Ta ness? Having made these introductory remarks, which we consid- j 
r- er appropriate to the subject, we shall proceed to examine this i 
e wholesome epistle, beginning with his allusions to the Mendon Con- 

le troversy. | 
“ “ Mr. T.was very unwilling the question should be confined either, to no punishment 

Me after death, or to a restoration from punishment after death.”—p. 2. ie 
IS Does Mr. C. think that all his readers would be as ignorant as 
ig himself ? If so he might presume on their credulity ; but as none, f 
rs who are acquainted with the doctrines of universalism, will credit { 
st his assertion, I shall only add that one hundred eye and ear witness- 

re es will attest its falsehood! { 
. “ He, however, attested his readiness to advocate either side of (he question, provi- 
r ded his opponent should accede to the other.” 

1] | If this were true, it would tend to show that Mr. T. believed he 
Se had little to fear from a collection of methodist preachers ; but un- 

ot fortunate for Mr. C. his narrative is false again. The above wit- 

l- nesses will bear testimony to the contrary. Have you, sir, no bet- 

n ter arguments than false stories, and dishonest fabrications ? 

~ “This corresjonds with his advocating the non verum existence of sin.” 


'f Mr. C. look at Prov. vi. 16, he will learn, probably for the 
B 
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first time, that a lying tongue, and a heart that deviseth wicked im- 
aginations, are two things which the Lord hates. Had he regarded 
truth or feared God, the above sentence would never have obtained 
a place in hisletter. The hideous assumption will be had in detes- 
tation by all, who know my sentiments. 

“Do you not tell us frightful tales about future enjoyments, when yon implicitly assert 


that its subjects are a mixed multitude, consisting of the unbelieving, the holy, the 
drunkard, and assassin ? &c.”—p. 18, 


Unfortunately Mr. C. your testimony betrays the badness of your 
cause, as well as your ignorance of religious opinions; but what 
have I said? Mr. C. has issued a prospectus for publishing a 
“history of the church of Christ,’? and the supposition that he is ig- 
norant of religious opinions, may detract from his credit as an _his- 
torian. O, ye Mosheims, Spanheims, Sozomens, Milners, and Priest- 
leys, hide your diminished heads from the glare of Mr. Covell’s il- 
lumination. You afforded the publick what little scraps you were 
able tocollect concerning the sentiments and government of the 
Church, but Mr. C. judges them entirely inadequate for the stu- 
dent’s information. How would you have been astonished had you 
been informed, that one would arise after you to correct your mis- 
takes, who notwithstanding would be completely ignorant of the o- 
pinions of alarge sect of christians, numerously disseminated in the 
very village and neighbourhood where he lives! Is not this 
the fact, sir? were younot entirely ignorant of the opinions of Uni- 
versalists when you wrote the last sentence, which | have quoted 
from your letter? If you pretend otherwise, did you ever hear me 
or any universalist thus describe the subjects of celestial enjoyment ? 
Surely, sir, you should be ashamed of having exposed yourself in 
such an unprincipled manner.—10,000 witnesses can attest that 
neither I, nor any universalist, preach such sentiments. If you 

retend therefore to plead for truth, let me remind you of the ad- 
vice of Shakespeare; ‘ speak truth and shame the Devil, O, while 
you live, speak truth and shame the Deyil!” 


‘‘ The advocates of Universal Salvation, contend that the Divine law is only ima- 
ginary ; and like a fictitious tale, is imposed on the credulous, to deter them from ima- 


ginary vice.—p. 7. 


Name some of these advocates, or we shall still be inclined to 
consider the above sentence, a reverie or base fabrication of Mr. C,. 
whose assertions will scon be duly estimated. With great propriety 
I may address you inthe words of David to Doeg, * Thou lovest 
lying, rather than to speak righteousness, O thou deceitful tongue.” 
Ps. 52, 3.—or in the words of the Latin poet. Procul, O procul 
este profani. 

Mr. C. concludes his letter, (p. 32,) by praying that I may have. 
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a place with the licentious crew, eis tous aionaston aionon! Now 
where does he believe that place shall be 2? Answer, in the burning 
orcus, (p. 25.) How long must | remain there? Answer, through 
endless duration, or to all eternity! (p. 27.) © Then Mr. C’s. prayer 
amounts to this; may Mr.T. have a place in the burning orcus, while 
God is able to keephim there! Be not surprised, reader, Mr. C. 
is a Methodist Preacher, and no doubt “ the love of God is shed 
abroad in his heart.” No matter then what his lips articulate, or 
his pen endites,seeing he is a converted man,he has doubtlessly ob- 
tained a passport to the elysian fields of the sanctified few ! 
Enough has been said to expose the dispositions of this letter 
writer, whose production I would not have noticed, had it not been 
for the boastings of one party, and the. solicitations of the other.— 
To me it is truly painful to read, or even notice such pamphlets as 
those of Mr. C. and his brother Haynes :—Par nobile fratrum! 


MR. COVELL’S VIEW OF GOD. 


‘ The scriptures assure us positively that God is a consuming fire ; and that a fire is 
kindled in his anger, and shall burn to the nethermost Hell. If ever the time comes, 
when he shall be no longer represented as a consuming fire, his character shali be most 


basely represented.”’—p. 27. 


Herc we have sufficient data to enable us to form an accurate es- 
timate of Mr. C’s. character. All men conceive themselves most 
virtuous and holy, when most conformed to the image of their Deity. 
Mr. C’s. God is all fury, passion, and revenge ; must not he be like 
his Creator? Surely he has taken the picture from those deities 


described by Pope. 


God’s partial, changeful, passionate, unjust ; 
Whose attributes were rage, revenge or lust ; 
Such as the souls of cowards might conceive, 
And, formed like tyrants, tyrants would believe. 


. Indeed it has been the custom of all nations to humanize their 
Gods, and paint them after their own likeness. In proportion there- 
fore as the nations were barbarous and savage, their Gods were 
worthless, ferocious, and tyrannical. Let us not however despair 
in the present case. Mr.C. is yetin the ore, and should he be so 
fortunate as ever to become more civilized, his God will then appear 
‘o him, much more benign and merciful. 

Let me however, again inform Mr. C. the time is coming when 
God shall be no longer represented as a consuming fire, nor arrayed 
in the mock robes of superstition’s fancy. A weak corporeal god 
may be passionate, but the infinite Spiritcan know no such sensa- 
tions. Let Mr. C, look at the first article of his discipline and be 
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ashamed! ° The notion of God being passionate is a dreg of the old 
leaven of Paganism; which can be traced to the deification of 
dead men. As soonas men were exalted to the honours of Deity, 
the Deity was degraded to the rank of the meanest of his creatures, 

After men had been raised to the dignity of the Creator, it was 
reasonable to suppose they would still retain those propensities and 
passions by which they had formerly been distinguished. Hence 
the gods were made the patrons of every vice as well as every vir- 
tue! Hine ille lacryme! 

Is the god whom Mr. C. has been describing, one of those dead 
men, whom blinded nations adored? ‘They were blind, ignorant, 
capricious, and passionate like their admirers, but the God of the 
bible, being without body, parts, or passions, cannot be furious or 
revengeful. Should we suppose the Deity to pardon all sin indis- 
criminately, we might admire his goodness, but could not approve 
his justice and holiness : On the other hand to suppose he intends 
favor for a few, and the utter ruin of the multitude, is a> sentiment 
too hideous to name. and much more so when applied to the Deity. 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right! O, how vain and fan- 
ciful are the notions of menconcerning their God! They think if 
they change he must changealso. If they sin, he is angry, but by 
loud cries, prayers, or penances, they may cause him to relent. Do 
not men still think God to be altogether like themselves ? Surely it 
is eternal life to know the only true God. Exalted be his name, he 
changes not, he is love, he will rest in his love, Allelujah ! 


* Hos pantas anthropous thelei sothenei, 1 Tim. ii. 4, should be rendered, who zs willing 


Yor all men to be saved.” Yet he turns the wicked into hell, and pours out his fury like 


fire and brimstone.’’—p. 12. 


By this blundering, ungrammatical translation, Mr. C. represents 
God as perfectly indifferent to the fate of man his creature, yet in the 
same page. he says, ‘* special care is taken to secure the happiness 
of believers.”? 1 contess the above rendering, however repugnant 
to truth, and grammatical construction, is perfectly harmonious with 
the language and sentiments of Orthodoxy. For, if God provided 
a heaven of felicity, he also kindled a burning hell to devour! If 
he sent a saviour to redeem, he also let loose a Devil more trium- 
phant to destroy!! Has notthen Mr. C. fairly stated the senti- 
ments of Orthodoxy? Certainly it requires the preaching of hell 
fire to make men love a God of the above description !! 

When Jesus said to the leper thelo, katharistheti, Iwill, be thou 
clean, Matt. viii. 3. Will Mr. C. say, Christ was indifferent wheth- 
er the man should be cleansed or not. But when Jesus said, thelo, 
the man was cleansed ; and as certainly as that man was purified, so 
certainly will all men whom God, thelei, wills to be saved, be cleans- 
ad from their iniquities, and be constituted joint heirs with Christ 
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ut the heavenly and everlasting inheritance! The Father wills, 
thelei, that all men should be saved: Therefore he gave his only 
son for them, Rom. viii. 32, and delivered them all into the band of 
the mediator, Matt. xi. 27, Luke x. 22, John xvii, 10.. The Father 
sent the son to be the saviour of the world, and gave him power 0- 
ver all flesh, that he might give eternal life to as many as he had 

iven him, | John iv. 14, John xvii. 2. Jesus says Father [ will, 
thelo, that those thou hast given me may be with me where | am, that 
they may behold my glory. Hence the eternal decree and _ foreor- 
dination of Jehovah is, to gather together all things in Christ Jesus, 
Ephes. i. 4~10. He has given all things to Jesus, and Jesus says 
of all that the Father has given him he will lose nothing, but raise it 
up at the last day. John vi. 39. Thenall that shall be raised, shall 
appear in the moral likeness of Jesus, and bear the image of the 
heavenly, Luke xx. 36. 1 Cor. xv. 49. Phil. iii. 21. O, ye blind 
guides, pervert the religion of Jesus no longer. Either deny the 
record of God altogether, or admit the testimony of the Father con- 
cerning his son, that we have eternal life in him. 1 John v. 11. 

O, opposers of the grace of God your lips are sealed, your mouths 
are stopped, and if common sense or the fear of God have not total- 
ly forsaken you, your silence shall be eternal, Amen hallelujah ! 


“The justice of God that requires him to punish sinners, is equal to his mercy that 
requires him to save them,”—p. 9. 


According to this representation is not the Deity at war with him- 
self? If his justice and mercy be antagonists of equal ability and 
obstinacy, will ever God be able to save one sinner, or can the sal- 
vation of any one, be more securethan that of any other? Cer. 
tainly not; then Mr, C’s. dreams of a special salvation are as 
chimerical and nugatory as they are anti-scriptural and malevo- 
lent. 

The justice of an infinitely wise and good God can be nothing 
but the impartial adminisiration of infinite goodness! Infinite 
goodness or benevolence consists in a constant determination in the 
Deity, to do that, in every case, by which the greatest possible good 
and happiness of the universe may be promoted. 

Now the greatest good of the whole includes the greatest good of 
the parts, or individuals ; consequently God undeviatingly acts for 
the promotion of the happiness of every individual intelligent being, 
in that very way which is most adapted in infinite wisdom to effect 
the greatest felicity. Justice and mercy cannot be opposed because 
they are attributes of the same God, and spring from the same foun 
tain, which cannot produce fresh waters and bitter. Nothing can 
act contrary to its own nature, therefore every act of that being who 
is infinitely good, must be an act of infinite goodness ! 
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“ Justice, guarding with equal solicitude the rights of every individual, requires hap- 
piness to be extended in exact proportion to every man’s right: ; but neither forbids nor 
demands an enlargement. Justice forbids the exercise of injustice, because opposed 
to the principles by which it acts ; it does not forbid the exercise of benevolence be- 
cause they both act on the same principle.”—p. 8, p. 9. 


Out of thine own mouth I condemn thee : thou hast plainly relin- 
quished the contest and yielded the disputed ground. If justice pro- 
hibit not the exercise of benevolence, then God may be the saviour 
of all men, notwithstanding all you can object. 


bead 


‘7 
‘tf your doctrine be true, the wisdom and power of God are not commensurate to 
the government of the world ; for under his administration, all are at perfect liberty to 
lie &c. without restraint.” p. 30. 


So it seems Mr. C. thinks. Has he not used this liberty, very ex- 
‘ensively,in his attempts to refute the doctrine of universal salvation. 


“« Nay, the character of the Deity may be slandered and traduced.” 


We admit, sir, that the character of God may be both slandered, 
and traduced even as basely as you have done in your pamphlet !— 
But what follows ? Chastisement, Fatherly Chastisement ! Look 
out for the rod sir, it cannot be far off. If any doctrine ever prop- 
agated in the Christian, Jewish, or Pagan world encourage licen- 
tiousness, and accuse God of misrule, it is the very doctrine which 
you vainly attempt to advocate. Nor are you ashamed to say, 
page 13, that the mediator delays the execution of Justice, during 
his mediatorial reign. Now, sir, if his kingdom have no end, as 
David and Daniel declare, and if his reign be everlasting, and ever- 
lasting mean endless duration as you contend, do you not baretace- 
edly tell sinners, that justice shall never be executed, and that God 
takes no account of men’s actions in the present life! Is not the 
very soul of orthodoxy exhibited in the following sentence. O ye 
sinners, actas you please ; whatsoever your hands find to do, that 
is base, carnal, and selfish, do it with all your might; God will not 
punish you in this world, and the concerns of another, need not give 
you much alarm, for you may live 20, 30 or 40 years in the vilest 
profligacy, and by a few deep groans before you die, or a single act 
of faith, the whole account shall be settled, and a happy entrance 
administered to you, into the joys of your Lord. 


Suppose the Legislature of this state enact the severest penalties the 
ingenuity of that body can invent, against all who shall be guilty 
of grand darceny ; provided notwithstanding that the penalties shall 
not be inflicted till $0 years after the crime has been committed, but 
if they desist from their evil practices, and become obedient to the 
laws of this commonwealth any time before the expiration of the 30 
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years, the penalty should not be inflicted at all. Could such laws 
prevent the commission of crimes? Would they not rather hold 
out strong inducements to the most lawless and unprincipled outra- 
ges? O,ye blinded theologians will ye continue to attribute to the 
court of Heaven a policy of which you would be ashamed! 
Indeed, sir, orthodoxy dispenses indulgencies, and passports, on 
as accommodating terms as can be desirable ; and its advocates 
need these accon.modating terms as much as the poor heretics ! 


‘‘ God like anindependent sovereign, actuated only by the principles of goodness, 
will inflict condign punishment upon the impious transgressor.” p 29. 


This we do not deny, but fully admitand teach. The language 
of Universalism is, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, 
much more the wicked and the sinner. .Prov. 11, 31. There is no 
peace to the wicked. Isa. 57,21. There isa God who judgeth in 
the earth, and a reward for the righteous. Ps. 58, 11. Every one 
receives in body according to the things he has done whether good 
or bad. ii Cor. 5, 10. He that doeth wrong, shall receive for the 
wrong he hath done, and there is no respect of persons. Col. 3, 25. 
But if Mr. C. mean that this punishment shall be in another world or 
different mode of being, we deny ; because the supposition is di- 
rectly opposed to the above testimonies of scripture, and unsuppor- 
ted by the doctrines of Christ or his apostles. Indeedthe term, 
punishment, we altogether reject as savage. and dishonorable to the 
Divine administration; and maintain that all pain is corrective with a 
view to amendment. How can Mr. C. admit that justice forbids 
the exercise of injustice, and believe that God will punish eternally 
for the insignificant acts ofa puny worm of earth! O fie! think more 
honorably of God than to suppose him an Almighty and infinitely 
malevolent being. Seeing however, that Mr. C., insists on the dog- 
ma, that the goodness of God will send men to the regions of corpo- 
real fires and eternal abandonment, may we not inquire, ifthe good- 
ness of God send men to hell, will not the malevolence of satan send 
them back to heaven again ? Probably, a consideration of this na- 
ture induces modern teachers to keep the view of the Divine good- 
ness so much behind the curtain ! 

Could orthodox preachers more effectually plead the cause of vice, 
and more fully encourage sinners in a wicked course of life, than 
by continually representing indulgence and prosperity as connect- 
ed with vice, persecution, misery, and wretchedness as the compan- 
ions of virtue ? Surely they must believe that God has abandoned 
the concerns of this world to that fictitious being, whom they so fre 
quently denominate the God of this world . 


Oh blind to truth, and God’s whole scheme below, 

Who fancy bliss to vice, to virtue woe ! 

What nothing earthly gives. or can destroy, 

The soul’s calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy,is virtue’s prize —Pope. 
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“* Keep your mind open to receive truth, and never set limi‘s to your improvement.”’ 





The Editor like the Angel in the Apocalypse, makes his debut on 
| the theatre of the Theological world, with a key and a great chain 
+ in his hand ; by the one to unlock the deepest labyrinths of mystery, 
that the smoke and noxious vapours, which have long darkened our 

intellectual atmosphere, may be no longer inhaled ; hy the other to 


y bind the airy fictions of imagination, that ghosts of fancy may no 
longer walk unavenged among us, making fools of nature to shake 
i, most horribly .—Armed with the panoply of truth, he shall occasion- 
4 ally sling a smooth stone at the forehead of error, cast a look at the 
\ sanctity of king James, and scrupulously examine the inspiration of 


our English Translators. 
| Like. the bee, he intends seasonably to extract honey from the 
‘a flowers of Literature, and adorn his work with the best sayings of 
the learned and wise. ‘To every son of Adam he shall hold out the 
olive branch, indicating dispositions of Amity, saying to all who 
differ only in opinion, come and let us reason together ; whilst on the 
other hand his pages will administer due castigation, for the willing- 
ly perverse and stubbornly rebellious. Ina word, as the work ts 
designed to disperse the gloom of mystic delusion ; ; to loose the 
bands of superstition, and pour celestial light on the eye-balls of the 
dewildered mind; the friends of science, Theological inquiry, and 
pure Christianity,are earnestly solicited to patronize its publication. 
; | As the Editor is a firm Unitarian Universalist,the natural tendency 
of his efforts shall be to maintain the Divine unity and benevolence. 
Notwithstanding the pages of the R. M. shall be open to the learn- 
ed and liberal of every denomination ; but nothing hastily conceiv- 
ed, incondite, or rudely expressed shall ever be admitted. 

To his brethren, at a distance, he begs leave to observe ; this pro- 
duction, like the glohe we inhabit, arose out of the chaos of jarring 
elements, unexpected and unpremeditated by those for whose use it @ 

is designed. The leaven of European inquisitions beginning to fer- 
ment in this vicinity, produced alarm in the true sons of Columbia, 
which induced them, instantaneously, to adopt means of defence. 

Published monthly, at $', per annum, payable in advance. Eve: 

ry agent or company who remits $3, shall have six copies. 


i «) * *All communications must be addressed, (post paid,) to the 
editor, Rochester, Monroe County, N. ¥. 
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